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NEW S RELEASE

March 3, 1995
UM INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT ON PRESCOTT HOUSE PROJECT
MISSOULA ~
Community members interested in the planned renovation of the Prescott House on The
University of Montana campus will have the opportunity to offer verbal and written testimony at a
public meeting Friday morning, March 10.
The meeting of the Campus Development Committee is scheduled from 8 to 10 a.m. in the
Montana Rooms of the University Center. Citizens who cannot attend the morning meeting may
submit written testimony before or after the hearing to committee chair James Todd, UM vice
president for administration and finance.
At the meeting, the Campus Development Committee will accept new testimony and review
the transcript of a March 1 public forum on the proposal to renovate the historic Prescott House
and reroute Campus Drive to go behind the house at the foot of Mount Sentinel, providing
additional campus parking.
The committee voted last week to recommend the proposal to President George Dennison,
who asked the committee to hold a public forum to solicit community comments on the project.
The purpose of the March 10 committee meeting will be to review the comments made at the
March 1 forum. Elements of the project authorizing expenditure of funds also require approval
from the state Board of Regents and the Legislature.
The estimated $2 million project, which would be financed entirely by donations and interest
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earnings from bond funds, would make the Prescott House available for office and meeting space
and, by realigning Campus Drive, would provide about 116 to 120 new parking spaces on the east
end of campus.
An earlier plan called for straightening Campus Drive so that it passed in front of the
Prescott House, but the University is pursuing the current proposal because it is more economical,
would provide a much-needed gain in parking and would provide better access to the house and
grounds by moving the roadway that currently separates the house from the rest of campus,
Dennison said.
The Prescott House was built at the foot of Mount Sentinel around the turn of the century
by Clarence Prescott. UM bought the property in 1955 and granted lifetime tenancy to Prescott’s
son, Clarence Jr., who remained in the house until his death in 1993, shortly after his 100th
birthday.
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Contacts: George Dennison, 243-2311; James Todd, 243-4662.
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